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Book Reviews

Anderson, M.T. Handel: Who Knew What He
Liked. lllustrated by Kevin Hawkes.
2001.
ISBN
Candlewick
Press,
0763610461. $16.99. 48 pp.

*

K-3 PB NF

Reviewed by Donna Cardon

This biography is a witty and whimsical
look at the life and personality of George
Frederic Handel. As a boy, Handel wanted to be
a musician, but his father objected. He was not
easily put off and sneaked a clavichord up to his
attic so he could secretly practice. Through his
perseverance, he was able to study music and
then write operas in Germany. Later, he traveled
to England, where he tried to promote opera.
Despite initial resistance, his operas were
eventually accepted due to their use of elaborate
costumes and sets. When a rival parodied one of
his elaborate operas, the popularity of Handel's
works was destroyed. Frustrated, Handel
decided to write one last work before leaving
England. This work, Messiah, renewed his fame
and ensured his immortality.
Anderson uses amusing anecdotes to spice
up historical information. Hawkes' full-page
illustrations give the reader a good sense of the
time period, while at the same time depicting
Handel's personality and moods. The rococo
frames and end papers add a nice touch.
Anderson includes interesting facts in side
frames and a time line, and a list of recordings
and further reading at the end of the book.
Handel: Who Knew What He Liked is a must for
any school library.

••••
Andrews, Jan. Out of Everywhere: Tales for a
New World. lllustrated by Simon Ng.
Douglas & Mcintyre, 2000. ISBN 0-88899402-8. $19.95. 95 pp.
B K-3 FI

Reviewed by Jena M. Green

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

Andrews presents a compilation of ten
folktales from around the world, which, though
retellings, remain true to their origins. These
stories come from India, Chile, and Russia,
among other places, to delight and captivate
readers. They tell of enchanted mice, the
struggles of immigration and poverty, strange
sea creatures, flying beds, and many magical
escapades that will stir the imaginations of
young and old alike.

••••

Augarde, Steve. Vroom!Vroom! lllustrated by
Steve Augarde. Little, Brown & Co, 2000.
ISBN 0-316-07111-0. $13.95. 12 pp.

*

PreS PB

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

This short, pop-up picture book about car
racing provides plenty of interaction for
children. Among other things, readers are able to
change a tire, fill the gas tank, and pop the cork
of a bottle of victory juice. However, the book
warns that it is unsuitable for children under
three because of all its moving parts.
Vroom! Vroom! is a colorful, entertaining,
and educational children's book. It is certain to
be enjoyed by children because it allows them to
step into the driver's seat of the blue and red
racecars. Recommended for home libraries. The
pop-up elements will not withstand the multiple
uses of school and public libraries.

••••
Beck, Andrea. Elliot Digs for Treasure .
lllustrated by Andrea Beck. Kids Can,
2001. ISBN 1550748068. $12.95. 30 pp.

*

K-2 FI PB

Reviewed by Susie Quarterly

Elliot and his friends enjoy an afternoon of
excitement as they dig for buried treasure. The
excitement mounts as the shovel hits something
hard-what could it be? Jewels? Gold? When
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they discover that the map they are using is not a
treasure map, Elliot and his friends look for the
positive in the situation. They are able to help a
friend and rediscover "old treasures."
A delightful book for young children. The
illustrations are wonderfully done, and the story
is enticing to readers both young and old.

••••
Bond, Michael and Karen Jankel. Paddington
Bear Goes to the Hospital. lllustrated by
R.W. Alley. HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN
0694015636. $12.95. 31 pp.
A Baby-PreS FI PB Reviewed by Susie Quartey

Paddington is taken to the hospital. A series
of tests are run to determine what he is suffering
from, a diagnosis is given, and he recovers from
his ailments. Family, friends, and neighbors
become involved in Paddington's experiences.
The story describes a variety of procedures
which take place at the hospital. The illustrations
detail equipment used for a number of tests,
including x-ray machines and those used in
surgery. Children scheduled for surgery will find
comfort in the realistic explanations given. From
the ambulance ride to Paddington' s discharge,
the book provides helpful information for
children curious about what occurs when
someone goes to the hospital. The illustrations
and storyline are excellent.

••••

prepared to be a proper queen. Ka 'iulani of
Hawaii, Ayesha Devi of India, and Elizabeth and
Margaret Rose of England are also among the
twelve portrayed.
Brewster and Coulter's well researched
book provides an excellent introduction to the
lives of some of the most famous royal women
in the world and also to some who are not as
well known. Each chapter concludes with a time
line of events that took place during each
princess's lifetime. The final chapter is a brief
summary of the lives of some modem-day
princesses. Most of the illustrations are
reproductions of paintings from museums and
private collections. To Be a Princess is a
visually appealing book that also offers some
interesting history lessons.

••••
Bronson, Linda. The Circus Alphabet. Henry
Holt, 2001. ISBN 0805062946. $15.95. 40
pp.
A PreK-2 PB Reviewed by Annette VanWagenen

Come see the "Greatest Show on Earth"
starring the most stupendous performers in town.
This clever alphabet book uses all kinds of
circus acts to twist, bounce, and flip through the
air. "K is for Kangaroo, with a pouch for her
joey. Lis for Lions who sit and look showy."
This colorful book uses claymation
illustrations mixed with brilliant water color
drawings. The combination makes an appealing
alphabet that will dazzle circus lovers.

Brewster, Hugh and Laurie Coulter. To Be a
Princess. The Fascinating Lives of Real
Princesses. lllustrated by Laurie McGaw.
Harper Collins, 2001. ISBN 0-06-0001593. $17.89. 62 pp.

Bruchac, Joseph. Skeleton Man . HarperCollins,
2001. ISBN 0060290765 . $15.89. 114 pp.

*

A 6-8 FI

4-6 BI PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

This collection of biographies describes
what life was like for twelve real-life princesses.
Mary Tudor and her younger half-sister
Elizabeth were bitter rivals for the throne of
England. Anastasia Romanoff s sheltered
lifestyle was shattered when revolution broke
out in Russia. Marie Antoinette was never really

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

••••
Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Molly, a young Mohawk girl, finds herself
in a terrifying position when her parents fail to
return home one night. She is left to fend for
herself until a mysterious man arrives in town,
claiming to be her uncle. Social Services is only
too happy to find a relative to care for Molly, but
Molly knows that this frightening man is not
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family, especially when he locks her in her room
every night and only speaks to tell her to eat.
Well-meaning adults find her uneasy feelings
insufficient reason to believe she is in danger, so
Molly must rely on her own strength,
resourcefulness, and the wisdom of her ancestors
to survive.
Molly's predicament is made even more
fearful by the fact that Bruchac's story is framed
by the Mohawk folk tale of the skeleton man, a
member of the ancient Mohawk tribe who lazily
refuses to hunt, then eats himself and other
members of his family when he gets hungry. The
subsequent tension between what the reader
knows and what Molly suspects, but is unable to
prove, makes this novel crackle with suspense.
Skeleton Man is well written and impossible to
put down. Not for the younger set or the fainthearted of the older.

for it. She reaches the forest, where she joins
Robin Hood's band.
This book is well written and appears to be
well researched, though Cadnum dwells on the
unsavory aspects of medieval life. Particularly
gruesome are two scenes depicting criminals
being put to death "on the wheel." The general
theme seems to be that life was merry but hard.
The plot is well thought out, and the writing
engaging. This novel is interesting because it
focuses on John rather than the infamous Robin,
and young people of either sex will enjoy it.

••••

What does a poor child do when it's
bedtime and there seem to be monsters in the
room? Scream for Mama and Daddy! This is just
what James does when his bedroom wall gives
him a fright. Daddy then very cleverly shows
young James that the monsters he is seeing are
really shadows and uses his hands to make a
bird, dog, and even an alligator. Mama and
Daddy begin to tell a funny story while friendly
shadow animals dance across the wall.
This book can be a useful tool in helping
children who are afraid at night. They will have
fun imitating the distinctive, illustrated shadows.
The colorful images drive away any nighttime
fears, and there might even be a little shadow
play before snuggling down to sleep.

Cadnum, Michael. Forbidden Forest: The Story
of Little John and Robin Hood. Orchard,
2002. ISBN 0439317746. $17.95. 224 pp.
A 7-12 Fl

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Forbidden Forest tells the tale of Little
John, including how he came to join Robin
Hood' s band of outlaws. A genial character,
John Little accidentally kills a knight while
defending his master, a knavish ferryboat man.
John is forced to flee into the king' s forest,
where Red Roger, an outlaw, finds him before
he is caught by the king' s men and hounds. Red
Roger turns out to be a thoroughly despicable
character, and John chafes in his service, finally
escaping back to the forest, where he is rounded
up by Robin Hood's band. Now danger faces the
band from both Red Roger who is intent on
vengeance, and the Sheriff who is set on
upholding the law that existed in the medieval
countryside. A romantic element is introduced
with the marriage of sixteen-year-old Margaret
Lea, daughter of a prosperous Nottingham
merchant, to a local knight. When the knight
mysteriously turns up dead in front of their
bedroom door on their wedding night, Margaret
finds she is a prime suspect and decides to run

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

••••
Chorao, Kay. Shadow Night. Dutton, 2001.
ISBN 0525466851. $15.99.
A PreK-2 PB Reviewed Annette VanWagenen

••••
Chorlton, Windsor. Wooly Mammoth: Life,
Death, and Recovery. Scholastic, 2001.
ISBN 0-439-24134-0. $15.95. 40 pp.
• 4-8 NF

Reviewed by Sharon Kottler

In 1997, nomadic reindeer herders in
Siberia discovered a pair of woolly mammoth
tusks buried in the frozen tundra. When French
explorer Bernard Buigues heard of the tusks, he
wondered if the entire mammoth carcass could
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be removed intact. In 1999, his international
team began the recovery of the most complete
adult wooly mammoth ever found. The
mammoth, named Jarkov after the nine-year-old
boy who discovered it, had been preserved so
well by the permafrost that it was found in
nearly the same condition it had been in on the
day it died. This book describes how Buigues
and his team were able to free the mammoth,
airlift it in the twenty-six-ton block of
permafrost encasing it, and install it in an ice
cave so that scientists can study it for years to
come. Chorlton also reveals fascinating facts
about woolly mammoths.
This outstanding book shares the
excitement of a new mammoth discovery and
recovery through the detailed, but never dull,
diary of the expedition. It contains beautiful
photographs and illustrations. The absorbing
information presented about woolly mammoths
leaves the reader hungry for more about the
ongoing study of Jarkov and other mammoths.
For this purpose, the book includes a valuable
list of museums, books, and web sites. This
attractive, informative book will appeal to both
casual readers and student researches, as well as
to their parents.

••••

••••
Cole, Brock. Larky Mavis. Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 2001. ISBN 0-374-34365-9.
$16.00. 32 pp.
B 4-8 FI

When Larky Mavis discovers three peanuts,
her life changes forever. She eats the first, which
tastes like liver and onions, and the second,
which tastes like bread pudding, but when she
cracks open the shell of the third peanut she
finds something completely unexpected. The
schoolmaster tells her it's a worm, the parson
says it's a mouse, and the doctor calls it a
deformed bird, but Larky names it Heart's
Delight and raises it as her own. Time passes,
and Heart's Delight grows bigger. The
schoolmaster, parson, and doctor suddenly
become very interested in Heart's Delight when
they realize that it is definitely not a worm,
mouse, or deformed bird. Just what is Heart's
Delight? Read this entertaining book to find out!
Cole's unique tale is an interesting take on
the importance of loving things you may not
understand. It will captivate younger audiences.

Clarke, Judith. Night Train. Henry Holt, 2000.
ISBN 0-8050-6151-7. $16.95. 198 pp.
B 10-12 FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Luke is the oldest child in his dysfunctional
family. His writing instructor thinks his poetry is
brilliant, but Luke is unable to do his last writing
assignment because he can't stay in school. His
parents are no help; they seem to function in a
different universe than he does, separated from
him by a generation gap. Clarke's book
describes the ever-widening gap between parents
and children, as one misunderstanding leads to
another, and annoyance turns into rocky anger.
In the end, Luke makes a fatal mistake.
Grim and frightening, this book may mean
more to people working with adolescents than to
adolescents themselves. However, it may cause
both adults and teenagers to look at the small
irritations that can lead to tragedy. Not a
prizewinner, but definitely not a potboiler.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

Reviewed by Jena M. Green

••••
Collins, Pat Lowery. Just Imagine. Houghton
Mifflin, 2001. ISBN 0-618-05603-3.
$15.00. 216 pp.
B 5-9 FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Leland can sing and dance and is his
mother's hope. She stays in California with him
to make sure he is discovered and gets his
chance at the stage, while the rest of the family
are forced to go where there is work. Leland's
sister, Mary Francis, is focusing on developing
her ability to have out of body experiences like
her Aunt Nora, and eventually achieves enough
success to feel satisfied. Stretching from an
elegant Hollywood mansion to a shabby walkup
in Massachusetts, this story draws a clear picture
of loving family relationships on a rocky road of
determined, if unfounded, expectations.

4
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Mary Francis makes a matter-of-fact
narrator, and her assessment of motive and
character is affectionate and accurate. Although
the story is a little confusing at times, there are
interesting events galore, the characters are real,
and the plot is acceptably resolved.
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finally rolls around again, Easter Bunny is upand-at-em, bringing eggs to delighted girls and
boys.
The Friedrichs have created a unique story
that mixes various holidays in an unusual way.
Saaf s gouache illustrations add much to the
text.

••••

••••

DiTerlizzi, Tony. Ted. lllustrated by Tony
DiTerlizzi. Simon & Schuster, 2001. ISBN
0-689-83235-4. $23.50. 40 pp.

Glassman, Peter. My Working Mom. lllustrated
by Ted Arnold. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN
0064410331. $5.95 . 30 pp.

A Pre+ F

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

A father and son are having trouble
communicating, understanding one another, and
even getting together for a few moments. One
day, big, raspberry-colored Ted arrives at the
door. Together, the boy and Ted cause mayhem,
painting Ted's picture on a wall and filling the
house with water. Fed up with his son, the father
forbids him to play with Ted so Ted moves back
to the old playground, and the son leaves a note
and runs away to be with him. When the dad
comes looking for his son, he discovers that Ted
is really his old playmate Ned.
The story, which is a lesson to parents who
neglect their children, is outclassed by the
wonderful illustrations.

••••
Friedrich, Priscilla and Otto. The Easter Bunny
That Overslept. lllustrated by Donald Saaf.
HarperCollins, 2002. ISBN 0-06-029646-1.
$15.89. 32 pp.
B K-3 FI

Reviewed by Jena M. Green

Easter Bunny overslept, and now that
Easter is past, no one wants his eggs. In vain,
Easter Bunny tries to give away his eggs on the
Fourth of July and again on Halloween. He is
discouraged until a cold winter wind blows him
to Santa' s house, and he finds himself working
side by side with Santa to bring Christmas joy to
children everywhere. In exchange for his help,
Santa gives Easter Bunny a gold alarm clock to
help him wake on Easter morning. When Easter

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

A K-2 PB

Reviewed by Katie Hutchison

Have you ever wondered if your mom was
a witch? Sure, sure, all kids wonder that from
time to time (when she makes them clean their
room, doesn't let them watch T.V. for eight
straight hours, or forces them to eat their green
beans before desert). Well, what if your mom
really was a witch? This delightful story tells of
a young girl whose mom really is a witch. In the
beginning, she resents her mom's crazy jol:r-her
mom is busy with potions, secret meetings, and
exploding spells and does not have a lot of time
for her. But as she tells of her mom's birthday
cakes and cheering skills, her resentment
disappears. She is especially pleased when her
mom comes to her class and tells about her job.
"All of the kids thought she was great," and the
daughter comes to realize she would not want
her working mom to be any other way.
This book is truly delighting to look at and
read. Glassman's story is entertaining and very
amusing. Arnold's watercolors and colored
pencil illustrations are filled with color and
detail. It is a great read-aloud, filled with
amusing pictures that match the story' s amusing
tone.

••••
Greenberg, David T. Skunks! lllustrated by Lynn
Munsinger. Little, Brown, 2001. ISBN
0-316-32606-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB PT

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

The poor, misunderstood skunk is the
subject of Greenberg' s latest book. He tells his
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readers that there are many uses for the smelly
creatures-they're perfect for powdering noses
or washing windows and make wonderful
sprinklers for one's lawn. There are ninja
skunks, sumo skunks, and "skunks with purple
Mohawks," all of whom can be useful. The
author's suggestions for using skunks range
from simple and harmless to the absolutely
disgusting.
Greenberg's poetry reflects a wicked sense
of humor. Munsinger's illustrations are
exaggerated, lively, and funny. Squeamish
readers will probably be turned off by Skunks!,
but most kids will appreciate the combination of
clever and gross poetry and illustrations.

rock collector. Hurst's father loses his filling
station and home in the Depression, but manages
to care for his family by picking up odd jobs. On
his unemployed days he inspects the rock and
mineral collections of the Springfield Science
Museum where he catches the eye and interest
of the museum's director. In the happy ending of
this heartening story, he becomes the curator of
mineralogy at the museum. Stevenson's
illustrations enlarge Hurst's text and make this
simple story a warm tribute to curiosity and love
of the natural world.

••••

••••
Griffin, Peni R. The Ghost Sitter. Dutton
Children's Books, 2001. ISBN 0-52546676-2. $14.99. 131 pp.
A 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Though she doesn't realize it, Susie is a
ghost and lives in the home where she died on
the Fourth of July while saving her little sister.
The babies living in the house are the only ones
who can see Susie until Charlotte and her friend
Sharon enter the picture. The girls discover
Susie's story and find a way to communicate
with her living sister, ending the promise that
has held Susie prisoner.
This ghost story has a little more substance
than most; it is more sensitive to an eternal
perspective and feels
more plausible.
Incidentally, it offers an interesting description
of the final release from life.

••••
Hurst, Carol Otis. Rocks in his Head. lllustrated
by James Stevenson. Greenwillow, 2001.
ISBN 0060294035. $15.95. 32 pp.
A 2-5 PB

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Rocks in his Head is the story of Hurst's
father who supported his family by running the
Antler Filling Station, but whose heart was
always in the natural world, particularly as a

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

©2000 by Diana Wynne Jones

Jones,
Diana Wynne.
Mixed Magics.
Greenwillow Books, 2000. ISBN 0-06029706-9. $15.89. 138 p.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Chrestomanci,
Jones'
all-powerful
enchanter, appears in each of her four stories,
which all deal with the misuse of magic by
characters who may or may not realize that they
are being used by the enchanter.
Jones said that each time she writes a book
she tries to say something new; the stories
collected here-"Warlock at the Wheel,"
"Stealer of Souls," "Carol Oneir' s Hundredth
Dream," and "The Sage of Theare"-certainly
do not lack new ideas or a deft touch of humor.
An evil enchanter doing good things for bad
reasons, kidney beans in cans (each bean is
really a human soul), and a media-hyped little

6
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girl who dreams her fortune-all appear in these
relatively brief (and always too short) tales.

••••
Kastner, Jill. Princess Dinosaur. lllustrated by
Jill Kastner. Greenwillow, 2001. ISBN
0060287403. $15.95. 32 pp.
B PreS-2 PB

Reviewed by Donna Cardon

Princess Dinosaur likes to play with the
other toys in the bedroom. She ambushes
Cowboy Tex and has a tea party with the doll,
Batina Esmerelda Louise. She takes all the toys
on a train ride and reads them a story. When
Spot, the dog, suddenly bounds into the room,
Princess Dinosaur helps the other toys escape to
the safety of the toy box but is then captured.
Spot takes her out into the yard and buries her.
Luckily, she is able to dig herself out. As she
emerges, she meets a squirrel, and soon Spot is
chasing both of them. When Spot leaves to eat
dinner, Princess Dinosaur sneaks past him into
the arms of her toy friends.
Kastner has illustrated books by some of
children's literature's great writers, such as
Cynthia Rylant and Will Hobbs. In Princess
Dinosaur, the illustrations carry the story. The
characters, drawn with watercolor and ink, have
a lot of personality. It is refreshing that the
"princess" is neither beautiful nor genteel, but
rather is brave, resourceful, and very likeable.
The contrasting color schemes and bold pen
strokes make the toys come alive. The minimal
text uses simple sentence structure and
vocabulary. Princess Dinosaur is an entertaining
read-aloud, but can also be a good challenge for
beginning readers.

••••
Kukla, Amy and John. Patrick Henry: Voice of
the Revolution. Dlustrated by Amy and
2002. ISBN
John
Kukla.
Rosen,
082395725X. $19.95. 112 pp.
A 5-8 NF

Reviewed by Donna Cardon

This detailed biography tells the story of
one of the great heroes of the American

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001
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Revolution, Patrick Henry. Henry was born and
raised on a phmtation in Virginia. As a young
man, he made several attempts to become a
businessman, all of which failed. He finally
decided to study law and found success,
primarily because of his skill as an orator. Henry
was elected to the Virginia House of Burgess
and then became governor. He took part in the
Revolutionary Conventions in Virginia and for a
short time served as a general during the
Revolutionary War. After the war, Henry
opposed the Constitutional Conventions, but
once the Constitution was accepted, he fought
for the adoption of a bill of rights. Finally,
despite offers of various governmental
appointments, Henry quietly retired to his
Virginian home.
This is an excellent resource for older grade
school children who want to learn more about
Henry and the Revolution. The text is
interesting, though not very entertaining, and the
authors cite primary sources on almost every
page. The illustrations are photographs of
artwork, documents, and historical sites
contemporary to Henry's life, each with a
caption explaining where the original was found
and why it is important. At the back of the book
is a time line, glossary, list of resources,
bibliography, and index. This well done
biography is a great addition to any children's
library.

••••
Lewis, Kevin. The Lot at the End of My Block.
lllustrated by Reg Cartwright. Hyperion,
2000. ISBN 0-7868-2512-X. $14.99. 29 pp.
A PreK PB

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

A young boy watches the construction of a
new building across the street from his house.
Written in the same style as The Old Woman
Who Swallowed a Fly, each page builds on the
text of previous pages. With its rhyme, rhythm,
and brightly colored, descriptive pictures, this
book is one that young children will enjoy.

••••
7
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Lovell, Patty. Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon.
lllustrated by David Catrow. Putman's,
2001. ISBN 0-399-23416-0. $14.99. 32 pp.
A PreK-3 PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Molly Lou isn't tall, she isn't beautiful, and
she doesn't have a wonderful voice, but her
grandmother always tells her, "Walk proudly
and the world will look up to you," "Smile big
and the world will smile right alongside you,"
"Sing out clear and strong and the world will cry
tears of joy," and "Believe in yourself and the
world will believe in you too." So Molly Lou
does. Even when she moves to a new town, a
new school, and a new set of challengesnamely the bully Ronald Durkin-she tries to
remember her grandmother's advice. But it is
only when Molly Lou listens to all her
grandmother's words of wisdom that she
becomes friends with the other children in her
new school, even Ronald Durkin.
This is the perfect book for explaining selfesteem to a child who may be having troubles
with the way they look, how their voice sounds,
or any other personal imperfection, teaching
them that it's what's on the inside, and not the
outer appearance, that makes them who they are.

••••
Mazer, Norma Fox. Girlhearts. HarperCollins,
2001. ISBN 0-688-06866-9. $15.89. 210
pp.
A 5+ FI

lifestyle? Sarabeth is the sole narrator of this
tautly written tale, which serves as a warning to
those professing to believe in "whatever makes
you happy."

Reviewed by Janet Francis

When Sarabeth's mother dies without
warning, she is left in an almost indescribable
loneliness, an "alone without an ending."
Sarabeth is no stranger to loneliness, though.
Before her death, her mother had closed their
doors to all outside contacts, and although
Sarabeth knows she had family in Hinchville,
she's never met them-she and her mother had
never needed them. Now that her mother is
gone, Sarabeth' s friends seem willing to take her
in, but the arrangements just don't work out.
What happens when a nonconformist,
make-the world-do hippie leaves behind a child
who has not yet learned to choose her own

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

••••
Montes, Marisa. Egg-napped! lllustrated by
Marsha Winborn. HarperCollins, 2002.
ISBN 0-06-028951-1. $15.89. 32 pp.
A K-2 FI

Reviewed by Lisa Fox

Mr. and Mrs. Gabbler's very first goose egg
is hatched, but amidst all the excitement it is
quietly "snatched." Who could have taken their
precious little egg? This adventuresome story-inrhyme is sure to have younger readers eagerly
turning each colorful page.

••••
Nicolson, Cynthia Pratt. The Most Interesting
Book You'll Ever Read About Genes and
Cloning. lllustrated by Rose Cowles. Kids
Can, 2001. ISBN 1-55074-856-4. $14.95.
40pp.
A 4-9 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Part of the Mysterious You series, this
interesting book presents the basics of genetics
and cloning. Nicolson begins her text by telling
about triplets who were separated at birth and
then reunited nineteen years later. The "You Try
It" sections demonstrate facts about genes,
DNA, mutation, cloning, and natural selection.
Nicolson also discusses the ethical issues
involved with gene therapy and cloning and
invites readers to discuss these issues with their
parents. Cowles' numerous illustrations, referred
to by the author as "zany," complement the
conversational text. They keep the reader's
attention, and help readers remember the
important facts they have read. Other interestcatching features of the book are the multiple
page colors, insets, and different font types and
sizes. All in all, it lives up to its subtitle.

••••
8

Cardon et al.: Book Reviews

Rosen, Michael. Shakespeare. His Works & His
World. Dlustrated by Robert Ingpen.
Candlewick Press, 2001. ISBN 0-76371568-4. $19.99. 96 pp.

*

6+ BI PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Rosen states that watching Shakespeare's
plays "is like being invited into a house full of
amazing rooms." Behind every door lies an
extraordinary story. There are stories of
powerful emotions, of kings, civil wars, and
assassinations, stories of fairies, magic potions,
and love. This fascinating book is an
introduction to the works and life of
Shakespeare. Since little is known of
Shakespeare himself, Rosen offers a vivid
description of Elizabethan England, suggesting
that one way to learn more about the playwright
is to examine the world he lived in. Rosen offers
a glimpse into the development of theater and its
role in the lives of the people of that time. He
also briefly analyzes five plays, among them
Romeo and Juliet, King Lear, and The Tempest,
explaining story lines and Shakespeare's use of
language. Rosen reveals the extent of
Shakespeare's legacy by pointing out many
expressions used today which came from
Shakespeare's writings. Rosen concludes with a
time line of Shakespeare's life and works, as
well as a bibliography.
Rosen's enthusiasm for his subject is
contagious. He not only encourages his readers
to read Shakespeare, but also to see the works
performed. His thorough research is presented in
an easy-to-read manner. Ingpen's dramatic ink
and watercolor paintings are the perfect
complement to the text. The amount of detail in
many of them is impressive. This engaging book
will appeal to adults as much as it appeals to
young readers.

••••
Ross, Kathy. Crafts to Celebrate God's
Creations. Illustrated by Sharon Holm.
Millbrook, 2001. ISBN 0461316213.
A K-6 NF Reviewed by Annette VanWagenen

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

Children's Book and Play Review 13

Craft lovers will delight in this book
designed to help readers appreciate the wonders
and diversity of this beautiful world. These
crafts are based on the Genesis account of God's
creation of the world and its inhabitants. Have
fun making a sky puppet, spaghetti tree pin, or a
squirrel in a tree. These easy-to-make projects
include art display objects, interactive games,
and even wearable art.
Each craft has step-by-step colorful
illustrations. Create birds, as well as land and
sea animals, with easy to obtain household and
craft items.

••••

Row ling, J .K. Quidditch Through the Ages by
Kennilworthy Whisp a.k.a. J.K. Rowling.
Levine, 2001. ISBN 0439295017. $3.99. 42
pp.
B 1+ FI

Reviewed by Alex Black

Whisp has carefully researched the history
of Quidditch to create this quite readable tome.
Flying broomsticks are of course the main
component of Quidditch. European wizards and
witches were flying unvarnished and coarse
broomsticks as early as A.D. 962. In fact, around
A.D. 1100, a Scottish wizard wrote about
"splinter-filled buttocks."
Whisp explains that this sport first
originated in Britain's Queerditch Marsh. This
early version was quite similar to the modern
form of Quidditch, with one rather interesting
exception: a small and fragile but highly agile
bird, the Snidget, was used as the ultimate
component of the sport. It was the precursor of
today's Golden Snitch. As the sport gained
popularity, a problem arose when Muggles
eventually
noticed
wizards
on flying
broomsticks playing what appeared to be aerial
duels. Finally the Wizard's Council issued a
decree: "Quidditch should not be played
anywhere near any place where there is the
slightest chance that a Muggle might be
watching or we'll see how well you can play
whilst chained to a dungeon wall."
Historical and informative books tend to
make readers sleepy, but Whisp keeps his
reader's attention throughout his history of
Quidditch.

9

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 22 [2001], Iss. 4, Art. 5
14 Brigham Young University

Rowling has increased her Harry Potter lore
nicely with Quidditch Through the Ages. It is
great fun to read the imaginary history of
Quidditch. This short fiction work should appeal
to all Harry Potter fans.

Scieszka, Jon. Sam Samurai. lllustrated by
Adam McCauley. Viking, 2001. ISBN
0670899151. $14.99. 85 pp.

••••

This is a facsimile of Harry Potter's
personal textbook, Fantastic Beasts and Where
to Find Them, by Newt Scamander and includes
Potter's notes and comments on many pages.
For example, the book explains that the rumor
that a colony of acromantula had been
established in Scotland was unconfirmed, but
Potter wrote in the margins that it was
"confirmed by Harry Potter and Ron Weasley."
The young Scamander was interested in
fantastical creatures, an interest that led to a
career in Magizoology, the study of magical
beasts. His book is in its fifty-second edition and
has earned him worldwide acclaim. Scamander
was even awarded the Order of Merlin, Second
Class, for his explorations concerning fantastic
beasts. His footnotes are insightful and
humorous. Readers will be intrigued with the
many facts about magical animals. For example,
this book explains that the erumpent will not
attack unless sorely provoked; however, should
it charge, the results are usually catastrophic. It
also reveals the beast whose pelt is used to make
invisibility cloaks.
Harry Potter fans will wholeheartedly
endorse this book. Now, when Rowling presents
new beasts in her novels, readers can look them
up and learn about the dangers they present. As
always, Row ling's fertile imagination is
pleasantly surprising.

In this, the tenth appearance of the Time
Warp Trio, our intrepid travelers find themselves
trapped in medieval Japan during the time when
the samurai flourished. Joe, Sam, and Fred
continue to be transported unexpectedly in time
by the magic book Joe's uncle gave him for his
birthday. Once again, the trio is unsure exactly
how or why this phenomenon occurs, although
this time it has something to do with their recital
of Japanese haiku, which they had been working
on as a school assignment. Again they are
exasperated because they must find the magic
book in order to warp home before their motor
mouths and raucous behavior do them in, but the
book disappears when they reach their
destination.
The Time Warp Trio books are each
informative and instructive in their own way. In
this adventure, our heroes learn about the history
and culture of medieval Japan, including the
history of haiku poetry. This book can be read
on its own without first reading the other
adventures, but the lore of the missing, magic
book accumulates with each episode, so it is
beneficial for the reader to read the entire series
in approximate order. As with the other Time
Warp stories, there is a cliffhanger, which is
resolved when the boys are unexpectedly
rescued at the very last possible second. It
reminds one of an old Flash Gordon episode, or
perhaps more appropriately Dr. Who, which has
not only a similar cliffhanger aspect, but also
contains time travel and "auto-translation" (i.e.,
everyone seems to speak English regardless of
time or place).
This is the second in the series that is
illustrated by McCauley. The first eight were
illustrated by Lane Smith. Another fun read
from Scieszka.

••••

••••

Rowling, J.K. Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them by Newt Scamander a.k.a. J.K.
Rowling. Levine, 2001. ISBN 0439295017.
$3.99. 42 pp.
B 1+ FI

Reviewed by Alex Black

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover
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Scillian, David. A is for America. Dlustrated by
Pam Carroll. Sleeping Bear, 2001. ISBN 058536-015-5. $22.95. 56 pp.

*

Pre+ PT PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Two stories are included in this imaginative
book. The first is a simple text in rhyme that has
many words beginning with the spotlighted
letter of the alphabet. The second is an
elaboration of the first. The illustrations are as
imaginative as the text.
This book is the first in a series focusing on
the United States. It is an excellent way to
introduce the wonders, marvels, importance, and
ambience of this country to young children
while at the same time teaching them the
alphabet. A short note at the end of the book
presents the "Star Spangled Banner," giving a
little of its history.

••••
Sedgwick, Marcus. Flood/and. Dlustrated by
Marcus Sedgwick. Delacorte, 2001. ISBN
038532801X. $15.95. 148 pp.
B 7-12 FI

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Set in the not-too-distant future, Flood/and
depicts a post-global-warming England where
the seas have risen and flooded the coastal plain,
turning hamlets on high ground into islands.
Ten-year-old Zoe has lived her entire life on the
island of Norwich. However, when the last
supply ship leaves, her parents decide to flee. In
the confusion, Zoe is left behind and must learn
to fend for herself. She finds a hidden boat and
escapes to Eel Island, which is so completely
dominated by its cathedral that there is room for
little else. Society on Eel Island has deteriorated
to a lawless, Lord of the Flies-like community
run mainly by children who have taken refuge in
the cathedral and are bullied by their leader,
Dooby. Dooby confiscates Zoe's boat, but she
manages to find it and leaves the island with a
friend. Surviving a harrowing storm at sea, the
pair eventually reaches the mainland. Zoe is
reunited with her parents who are living in a

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

refugee village with other survivors from
Norwich.
This is an interesting work of speculative
fiction, and will probably hold the attention of
middle school children who are interested in
current
world
environmental
problems.
Unfortunately, the book is not as well written as
it could be, and there are a number of loose
ends. However, thinking about what the world
might be like after oceans rise is not an
uncommon activity these days, and Flood/and
portrays one possible scenario.

••••
Simon, Seymour. Animals Nobody Loves.
SeaStar, 2001. ISBN 1587170809. $15.95.
48pp.
A 2-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Here's a book that is sure to send creepy
shivers up readers' spines. Open the pages and
see many of nature's most under-appreciated
species of animals, some of which are terrifying,
ugly, and repulsive. Yet these animals could
simply be misunderstood as not everything read
or heard about animals is true. One may not be
convinced that a hyena, piranha, or devil ray is
lovable, but this book may help a person begin
to understand and respect these animals.
People may have strange ideas about bats
when, in fact, bats are very helpful because they
eat insect pests like mosquitoes. Spiders do a lot
of good by getting rid of pests such as flies.
Vultures may be ugly, but they fly beautifully
and rid the land of dying carcasses. This is a
book full of interesting animals, such as the
shark, gila monster, and fire ant. With striking
photographs, Simon portrays the truth about
nature's most misunderstood animals. It is up to
the reader to decide if these fascinating survivors
are animals nobody loves.

••••
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Singer, Marilyn. A Pair of Wings. lllustrated by
Anne Wertheim. Holiday House, 2001.
ISBN 0823415473. $16.95. 32 pp.
A 1-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

If humans had wings, what kind would they
be? Would they be long and transparent like a
dragonfly's? Feathery and silent like an owl's?
Leathery and pointed like a bat's? Would they
be used to soar? To skim, hover, or swim? Or
would they hardly use them at all? Here is a
delightful book about all kinds of winged
animals, from the large ostrich to the small, blue
butterfly.
Wings aren't always used for flying. Some
animals don't use their wings at all or use them
in unusual ways. Some birds' wings have
hooked claws for climbing trees. Some bats use
their wings as weapons, striking at enemies.
Some birds protect their eggs or young with
their wings. The killdeer fools predators by
pretending it has a broken wing, to lure enemies
away from its nest. It then flies off, making its
escape. These are just a few of the fascinating
facts found in this book.
The rich watercolor illustrations enhance
the beauty of these incredible animals. Whatever
their wings are used for, this book appreciates
each variety of nature's winged animals.

••••
Stanley, Diane and Peter Vennema. Good Queen
Bess: The Story of Elizabeth I of England.
lllustrated by Diane Stanley. HarperCollins,
2001. ISBN 0-06-029618-6. $16.89.40 pp.
A 2+ BI PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

For King Henry VII, having a male heir to
the throne of England was crucial. Although his
daughters Mary and Elizabeth each received an
excellent education, Henry did not believe they,
or any woman, were fit to rule a kingdom.
However, his younger daughter Elizabeth would
become one of the most capable, wise, and
beloved rulers in English history. Good Queen
Bess discusses Elizabeth's forty-five-year reign
in the context of the problems facing England in
the sixteenth century-the conflict between

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

Catholics and Protestants, which led to much
bloodshed; the constant threat of war with
France or Spain; and death caused by the plague.
Her reign also encompassed the age of
Shakespeare and great explorers such as Sir
Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh. Elizabeth
faced constant pressure from her advisors to
marry and produce an heir. Elizabeth refused;
instead, she chose to give her name to one of the
most glorious ages of English history.
Stanley and Vennema's text is engaging
and well researched. Their explanations of
complicated political ideas are clear enough for
young readers to understand. Elizabeth comes
across as a shrewd, determined, intelligent
woman who was always one step ahead of her
courtiers, yet still dearly loved by her subjects.
The treatment of the complex relationship
between Elizabeth and Mary, Queen of Scots is
very well done and is an outstanding example of
the political intrigues found in the royal court.
The gouache illustrations are exquisite, with
particular attention given to details in clothing
and architecture. A bibliography is included.

••••
Streissguth, Tom. Edgar Allan Poe. Lerner,
2000. ISBN 0822549913. $25 .26. 105 pp.
A 5+ BI

Reviewed by Annette VanWagenen

For years, Poe's dark, mysterious stories
have sent chills down the spines of readers both
young and old. But what was the man behind the
horror stories and poetry like? Streissguth's
book delves into the life of this masterful
craftsman.
Poe's early life was spent in crowded
rooms and drafty theaters. Following his
mother's death, he moved into a big, warm
house in Richmond, Virginia with John Allen,
one of his mother's friends. Allen tried to help
the very stubborn Poe, whose life would follow
a path of twists and angry confrontations, but the
two ended up severing their ties while Poe was
attending the University of Virginia.
This captivating biography shows a
challenged Poe who struggled with depression,
illness, bouts of anger, and drinking. Yet despite
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his many setbacks, he composed outstanding
poetry and detective and horror stories. Poe
strived to become famous and wealthy in his
lifetime but died before reaching this goal. In the
twentieth century, however, his strange,
supernatural tales found a worldwide audience
in a public who had forgotten the much more
successful writers of his day. Poe is now
recognized as a great writer. This book flows
with interesting and informative material
accompanied by authentic photographs.

••••
Swain, Gwenyth. Johnny Appleseed. lllustrated
by Janice Lee Porter. Carolrhoda, 2001.
ISBN 1-57505-519-8. $6.95. 48 pp.
A 2-4 NF BI

••••
Vogt, Gregory L. Disasters in Space
Exploration. Millbrook Press, 2001. ISBN
0-7613-1920-4. $23.90. 72 pp.
A 5-8 NF

This book is packed with fascinating and
well-written accounts of unfortunate mishaps
and tragic disasters. Some accounts are
humorous, while others are horrific. The
narratives of space mishaps are interesting and
understandable, and many of the details of the
Soviet disasters will be new to readers. A time
line of all the space flights would have been
useful, not only to help readers keep disasters in
perspective, but also to help them understand
what was going on in space exploration around
the time of each disaster. Photographs and
illustrations appear on nearly every double-page
spread. The glossary, index, and list of other
books and Internet sites will be helpful to
student researchers.

••••

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Swain uses five sources to present an earlyreader biography about John Chapman, a
historical figure of early frontier America. This
book, part of the On My Own Biography series,
presents the facts known about Chapman in an
interesting story, accompanied by many colorful
illustrations. The last chapter of the book links
John Chapman to folk hero Johnny Appleseed.
Porter's folk-style illustrations make this
book a colorful walk through Chapman's life.
Led by an interested parent or teacher, students
could combine this selection with appropriate
music to make an enjoyable play, puppet show,
or early-reader reader's theater.

Reviewed by Sharon Kottler

Vogt recounts the mishaps and disasters in
the space program from the Russian Voskhod 2
mission in 1965 to the failed Mars Polar Lander
mission in 1999. Over a dozen incidents are
examined to determine what went wrong and
why. The dangers of space and of space flight
are described.
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Wait, Lea. Stopping to Home. Margaret M.
Elderry, 2001. ISBN 0689838328. $16.00.
150 pp.
B 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Eleven-year-old Abbie and her four-yearold brother, Seth, are left alone when their
mother dies of smallpox while their father is at
sea. Mrs. Chase, soon to become Widow Chase
when her husband also dies of smallpox, cares
for the two children in exchange for their help
with the housework. Abbie proves an able
housekeeper, much appreciated by the young
widow, but fears constantly that she and Seth
will lose their place if the widow runs out of
money and moves back to Georgia.
Wait makes a few rookie mistakes in this
debut novel-too much historical detail at the
expense of a smooth-flowing story and a tackedon didacticism about belonging and family
life-but on the whole, this story works well.
Abbie is a resourceful young lady and a
sympathetic character, life in 1806 Maine rings
true, and the tender, happy ending should satisfy
readers of all ages.

••••
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••••
Weigelt, Udo. The Easter Bunny's Baby.
Translated by J. Alison James. lllustrated
by Rolf Seigenthaler. North-South, 2001.
ISBN 0-7358-1442-2. $15.95.
B PreK-1 FI PB Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

©2002 Paige Miglio

Walton, Rick. Bunny Day: Telling Time from
Breakfast to Bedtime. lllustrated by Paige
Miglio. HarperCollins, 2002. ISBN 0-06029184-2. $15.89. Unpaginated.
A PreS-K PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Spend the day moving around the clock in
rhyme with a bunny family as they rise, dine, do
chores, play, nap, and retire together.
Pull the paper from the drawer
Artists go to work at four.
Pens and crayons, scissors, tapeBunny art is taking shape.
An undeniably lovable bunny family fills
the pages of this picture book. Father Rabbit in
his sweater vest and Mother Rabbit in her floral
skirt are perfect parental role models who guide
their five little bunnies through an idyllic day of
familial bliss. Although real families may have
more difficulty maintaining their schedules,
parents will long for this Utopia, and young
listeners may not notice that their own lives are
more like the Simpsons. The detailed gouache
and colored pencil illustrations are a visual
delight, and time-telling rhyme make this book
one that readers will enjoy not only at Easter but
all year long. Bunny Day is a companion book to
So Many Bunnies: An ABC and Counting Book
( 1998) and One More Bunny: Adding from One
to Ten (2000).

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss4/5

The day before Easter, Easter Bunny finds
that someone has left a large egg next to his
front door. He is excited but soon finds it is no
ordinary egg. Just as he decides to decorate it, he
hears a strange, crackling sound. The egg
hatches, revealing a baby ostrich who thinks
Easter Bunny is her mother. Frustrated because
the baby bird won't leave him alone, Easter
Bunny complains to his friends Cuckoo and
Magpie, explaining that he can't decorate eggs
and baby-sit at the same time. Cuckoo and
Magpie eventually admit they had taken the egg
from an ostrich nest at the zoo. The two wellmeaning friends explain that they had just
wanted to do something nice for Easter Bunny
because he always gives eggs away but never
receives any. The three realize that the baby
should be with her real parents and set out to
take her back to the zoo.
Weigelt's story shows how good intentions
sometime go awry. In the end, all is forgiven,
and Easter Bunny, Cuckoo, and Magpie reaffirm
their friendship by decorating eggs together. The
text itself is awkward at times, but
Siegenthaler's
very
clever,
warm-toned
drawings are the book's strength. The main
characters, particularly the baby ostrich, are
quite cute and will most likely appeal to small
children.

••••
Woodruff, Elvira. The Christmas Doll.
lllustrated by Troy Howell. Scholastic,
2000. ISBN 0-590-31872-1. $15 .95. 151
pp.
A 2+ FI

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Ten-year-old Lucy and her six-year-old
sister, Glory, run away from a public workhouse
for orphans to avoid contracting a fever that is
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quickly killing girls all around them. They spend
several days and nights trying to survive the
streets of London, during which Lucy is nearly
overwhelmed by the task of caring for her little
sister. As Christmas approaches, Lucy has the
good fortune of becoming a temporary
seamstress in Thimblebee's Doll shop. She is
given a bath, some lovely clothing, and the job
of sitting in the shop window where she sews
hearts on the dolls. After closing time, Lucy has
a nice meal and a warm place to sleep by the
fire, which she shares with Glory and their
friend Nick. Eventually Lucy's love for a very
special doll and the Christmas spirit touches the
heart of the shop proprietor, who takes the little
girls into her home and adopts them. The two
girls work happily in the doll shop for many
years.
Woodruff has crafted a story with the same
feel as Dicken's A Christmas Carol, Burnett's A
Little Princess, and Montgomery's Anne of
Green Gables. The story is based on the author's
relationship with her own two sisters while
growing up. The story is one of patience amidst
cruelty and suffering, love for the oppressed, and
triumph over poverty. Readers will weep at the
sadness of the two girls and cheer at their
courage and honesty. Anyone who loves dolls
and little girls will enjoy this sweet story.

••••

class put names in the jar, and Unhei tries to
decide which is the best. But none seem to fit
her. One day the jar disappears. In its place is a
simple piece of paper with Korean characters on
it. At that moment, Unhei realizes that she has a
friend and wants to use her own beautiful name.
This is a story about friendship,
understanding, and the importance of being
different. It would be a great book to use in a
cultural program about Korea. It celebrates the
uniqueness of individuals.

••••
Ziefert, Harriet. Thirty-Nine Uses for a Friend.
lllustrated by Rebecca Doughty. Putnam's,
2001. ISBN 0-399-23616-3. $11.99. 32 pp.
A 4-8 PB FI

Reviewed by Jena M. Green

Accomplice, dancing partner, perfume
sniffer, and alarm clock-these are just some of
Ziefert' s thirty-nine uses for a friend. This
creative book reminds readers of friendship's
simple benefits, celebrating all the things that
friends are for each other. Doughty's colorful
illustrations
enhance
Ziefert' s
unusual
description of friendship.

••••

Yangsook, Choi. The Name Jar. lllustrated by
Choi Yangsook. Knopf, 2001. ISBN 0-38580613-X. $16.95. 32 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Unhei's (pronounced Yoon-hey) beautiful
Korean name means "grace," but is hard to say
and sounds funny. When the children in her
school start to make fun of it, Unhei decides to
choose an American name. A "curly-haired boy
with lots of dots on his face" is the first
classmate Unhei meets. He introduces her to the
teacher, and when Unhei won't tell the class her
name, gives her a "name jar." All the kids in the
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